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Preface 


The city of Ar-Riyadh traces its origins to very early 
times. For long periods it was the most important 
and prosperous city in central Arabia. It reached its 
apogee after its recovery by King ‘Abd al-‘Aziz bin 
‘Abd al-Rahman A1 Sand, who used it as the spring¬ 
board for his unification of much of the Arabian 
Peninsula and the establishment of the Kingdom of 
Saudi Arabia. 

As it reaches the centenary of its recapture and the 
beginning of the triumphant campaign to create the 
Kingdom, which is unique for its adoption of 
ShaiTah law, Ar-Riyadh may well take pride in its 
pivotal and pioneering role in this process. It has 
richly deserved its position as capital of the 
Kingdom which, by any standards, has achieved 
phenomenal development and prominent interna¬ 
tional status in a remarkably short period of time. 

This book, which documents aspects of the city’s 
dramatic transformation, is a contribution by the 
Municipality of Ar-Riyadh to this momentous 
occasion. Difficult as it is to present Ar-Riyadh’s 
development by means of a purely verbal account, 
the historic and modern photographs can come to 
our aid, allowing us to dispense with pages of writ¬ 
ten description. So was born the idea of this book 
which recounts, through photographs, the story of 
the city’s growth, from the era of King ‘Abd al-‘Aziz 
A1 Saud (AD 1902—53), through the reigns of his 
sons Kings Saud, Faisal and Khalid, to modern times 
and the glorious reign of the Custodian of the Two 
Holy Mosques, King Fahd bin ‘Abd al-‘Aziz. Ar- 
Riyadh, like the Kingdom’s other cities and regions, 
has enjoyed King Fahd’s concern and continued 
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support, as well as those of His Royal Highness 
Prince Abdullah bin ‘Abd al-‘Aziz, Crown Prince, 
Deputy Prime Minister and Head of the National 
Guard. The city further continues to benefit from 
the wise guidance and undivided attention of His 
Royal Highness Prince Salman bin 
‘Abd al-‘Aziz, Governor of Ar-Riyadh 
and Chairman of the High 
Commission for the Development 
of Ar-Riyadh since he became a 
governor over forty years ago, and 
from the ongoing supervision of the 
Deputy Governor, His Royal Highness 
Prince Sattam bin ‘Abd al-‘Aziz. May ^ 

God preserve our verdant capital and 
enhance its prosperity and progress. | 


Mayor of Ar-Riyadh 

‘Abd al-‘Aziz bin Muhammad 

bin ‘Ayyaf A1 Mogren 
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Ar-Riyadh has expanded at a rate unprecedented 
anywhere else in the world, and has been trans¬ 
formed from a small mud-built town into one of the 
world’s most developed and prosperous capitals. Its 
development has been at the forefront of the stu¬ 
pendous progress experienced by the Kingdom as a 
whole over the last few decades, and came about as 
a result of its role as capital of the emerging state 
after its recovery by King ‘Abd al-‘Aziz in 1902, 
who gave it his care and attention, followed by his 
sons. The city has reached its zenith under the lead¬ 
ership of the Custodian of the Two Holy Mosques 
and His Royal Highness the Crown Prince, and 
under the supervision of His Royal Highness the 
Governor of Ar-Riyadh and His Highness the 
Deputy Governor. 

Ar-Riyadh’s strategic position at the heart of the 
Arabian Peninsula and its historical and political role 
in the region attracted various explorers and other 
visitors from around the world. Their number 
increased after the recovery of the city by King‘Abci 
al-‘Aziz in 1902, and his adoption of it as his base for 
his campaigns to unify the Kingdom. Many of these 
visitors left valuable records of the places and people 
they encountered on their travels, and among the 
most striking of these records were the photographs 
they took. 

These old photographs form an unrivalled historic 
archive, for they are able to convey information 
which reports and traditional accounts either omit 
or are unable to convey adequately. By examining 
these photographs we can gain much valuable infor¬ 
mation about the culture and life of the past and 
their evolution through time. Although the first 
photographs were taken in the Kingdom as early as 
1861 (in Madinah) and in the early 1880s (in 
Makkah), central Arabia remained unphotographed 
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Page 10 The famous clock 
tower in the centre of Ar- 
Riyadh survives from the 
first redevelopment of the 
city centre in the 1950s 
and 1960s. 

Opposite The design of the 
Qasr al-Hukm area, in the 
new city centre, was 
inspired by the architeture 
of the old city. The last 
remaining major building 
from the past, Husn al- 
Masmak, stands in the 
foreground with, behind, 
the new central plazas and 
the Imam Turki bin 
Abdullah Mosque with its 
two tall minarets. 



until 1912. After that visitors to Ar-Riyadh increased 
with the region’s growing importance and improved 
access to it. Many of these visitors took pho¬ 
tographs, to the extent that we can assemble an 
almost continuous pictorial record of the city’s 
development since 1912. 


Beyond their general importance as historical 
records, these photographs are specially valuable to 
us, for they depict a detailed and authentic picture of 
our past which reaches back almost a century. 
Through them we are able to go back in time, 
glimpsing a way of life now departed, and we can 
also appreciate, in a way that words alone cannot 
convey, the city’s authenticity and traditions, and the 
scale of its present-day development. 
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Historical Background 



From local excavations, archaeological research has 
shown that the site of Ar-Riyadh has been under 
more or less constant human occupation for over 
5,000 years. The city owes its location primarily to 
the fertile soil that occurs where Wadi Batha meets 
the larger Wadi Hanifah.The presence here of fresh 
water near the surface meant that it was possible to 
develop and maintain year-round cultivation and a 
permanent settlement soon developed. This pros¬ 
perity conferred importance on the area and it 
became a major point on the international trade 
routes passing through Arabia. 

A major turning-point in the history of Arabia 
occurred on 15 January 1902. On that day King 
‘Abel al-‘Aziz A1 Saud was able to regain control of 
the city. From that day he set about the unification 
ol the country which today we know as the 
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, under the rule of Shari‘ah 
law. 

The first photographs of Ar-Riyadh were taken 
soon after its triumphant recovery. They show a 
small, compact city surrounded by a wall, essentially 
unchanged in appearance for centuries, and no one 
could have predicted the changes that were to take 
place during the decades that followed. As capital of 
the emerging state, Ar-Riyadh gained special impor¬ 
tance during the years that followed the proclama¬ 
tion ol the Kingdom in AD 1932. With improving 
economic conditions and security, the city was able 
rapidly to rise to its metropolitan challenges and 
responsibilities, and to assume its central role in the 
construction and achievements of the new state, 
becoming the centre of the Kingdom’s economic 
development. The historic town entered on the era 
of transformation which culminated in its emer¬ 
gence as a modern, international urban centre, while 
at the same time it maintained its heritage, customs 
and traditions. 

The progress of development and modernisation 
continued apace under the guidance of the sons of 
King ‘Abd al-‘Aziz — King Saud, King Faisal and 
King Khalid — and reached its zenith under the 
leadership of the Custodian of the Two Holy 
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Page 14 A view of al-Safat 
square in the city centre. 
To the left is Qasr al- 
Dhiyafah, while the palace 
of Amir Muhammad bin 
‘Abd al-Rahman stands at 
the entrance to Thumairi 
Street. Husn al-Masmak 
can be seen in the back¬ 
ground. 

T.F. Walters, 1949/50 


Mosques, King Fahd bin ‘Abd al-‘Aziz. Successive 
development plans encompassing all aspects of 
growth, have turned the city into a modern capital 
founded on a solid infrastructure, with integrated 
utilities, an excellent human and urban environment 
and a flourishing economic structure. Ar-Riyadh's 
expansion surpassed all expectations. Today it covers 
some 1,800 square kilometres, hundreds of times 
larger than it was a century earlier, and its popula¬ 
tion now stands at around three million people. For 
this, the city owes a debt of gratitude to the 
Custodian of the Two Holy Mosques King Fahd bin 
‘Abd al-‘Aziz, and to the Crown Prince, for their 
strong support, may God preserve them both; and 
also to His Royal Highness Prince Salman bin ‘Abd 
al-‘Aziz, Governor of Ar-Riyadh and Chairman of 
the High Commission for the Development of 
Ar-fTiyadh, and to the Deputy Governor, His 
Royal Highness Prince Sattam bin ‘Abd al-‘Aziz, for 
their constant attention and guidance. 

At first, the city’s structure changed gradually before, 
during the last five decades, accelerating to break¬ 
neck speed today, to universal astonishment and 
acclaim. Set against the long march of history, Ar- 
Riyadh’s rapid growth has taken place in the twin¬ 
kling of an eye, and although the old city, with its 
mud walls and traditional buildings, has become a 
thing of the past, it still lives on as a vivid memory 
in the hearts and minds of those still with us who 
were there to witness it. This book, with its abun¬ 
dance of photographs, documents for us the city’s 
metamorphosis through history. For those who have 
lived through some or all of its various phases of 
development, it will provide a splendid aid to mem¬ 
ory. For the new generation, it offers an authentic 
insight into a vanished world and stands as testimo¬ 
ny to the sheer scale and grandeur of Ar-Riyadh’s 
urban transformation. 
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Palm groves and gardens 
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Wadi Hanifah 


£-jLu2LaJI 

MASANI 6 


ijjilnj^irt jnjjl A" Jslujj 

yjjlj (jrf ojSiU < ts JudaJI 
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Ar-Riyadh in its topo¬ 
graphical setting, close to 
the course of the Wadi 
Batha and not far from 
the great, fertile system of 
the Wadi Hanifah and its 
tributaries. 
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The City From the Air 
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Ar-Riyadh from the air in 
1950. Much of the city was 
still contained within its 
traditional walls. 

Saudi Aramco 
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Left An aerial view of 
the centre of Ar-Riyadh in 
1967, shows how the city 
had expanded beyond its 
traditional mud-built walls 
(superimposed). 

Hansa Luftbild 

Opposite Satellite picture 
of Ar-Riyadh in 1994. The 
city now covers an area 
over 200 times larger than 
in the early years of this 
century. 
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£lj_>yij jj—uJI j—s > 1 —ajlij 
<Ll^j <ulja U_i^ ^ fOUI^aJlj 
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Top The city centre today 
preserves some of the 
street pattern of the old 
walled city, though the 
Masmak Fortress is the 
only major building to 
survive from the old days 


Centre The floodlit Husn 
al-Masmak stands in clear 
contrast to the modern 
buildings of Ar-Riyadh’s 
centre. 


Below The new city centre 
is dotted with rebuilt 
portions of the old city 
walls, towers and gates, 
among them the Dukhnah 
Gate (shown here) and the 
Thumairi Gate. 
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Far right Husn al-Masmak 
is today restored and open 
to visitors as a museum of 
the Kingdom’s unification 
by King ‘Abd al-‘Aziz. 

Top Thumairi Street still 
follows its old line, passing 
close to the south-western 
tower of Husn al-Masmak, 
seen on the left. 

Below The old suq in the 
city centre is still a good 
place to buy reminders of 
the old days and glimpse 
the traditional way of life 
of Ar-Riyadh’s people. 

Over page The gate of Husn 
al-Masmak welcomes visi¬ 
tors today, but in January 
1902 it was the scene of a 
daring assault by the 
future King ‘Abd al-‘Aziz. 
His action resulted in the 
successful campaigns to 
unify the Kingdom as we 
know it today. 
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1912—1914 

The Earliest Pictures 




^JLaJuJ! /yo jibjll 

^S^ojblH AJUjil 

J^y> J—a-uj Jjt jJaSj_Jj 

• 3‘tjOnll 

A sketch of Ar-Riyadh in 
1912, looking from the 
north-east. By the Danish 
traveller Raunkiaer, this is 
the earliest surviving 
depiction of the city. 
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Ar-Riyadh seen from the 
north, dominated by Husn 
al-Masmak and with the 
great cemetery in the 
foreground. 

Leachman, 1912 
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Above The city walls and 
the Hasa or Thumairi 
Gate. 

Leachman, 1912 

Below People of Ar-Riyadh 
gathered outside the city 
walls. 

Leachman, 1912 

Opposite This view of the 
Great Mosque, taken in 
1912, shows the traditional 
minaret typical of Najd. 
Leachman, 1912 
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Above Ar-Riyadh in a dust 
storm. 

Leachman, 1912 


Below Ar-Riyadh from the 
south-east, with Husn al- 
Masmak showing above 
the palms. 

Leachman, 1912 


Opposite Animal-drawn 
wells like this were typical 
of the fertile gardens 
around Ar-Riyadh. 
Leachman, 1912 
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Above A street and build¬ 
ings in the centre of Ar- 
Riyadh. 

Leachman, 1912 


Below Royal retainers in 
the Royal Palace in Ar- 
Riyadh. In the centre is 
Amir Sa‘d bin ‘Abd al- 
Rahman A1 Saud, brother 
of King ‘Abd al-‘Aziz. 
Also of interest is the 
ornately carved gypsum 
decoration seen in the 
background. 

Leachman, 1912 
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Some of Ar-Riyadh’s 
people gathering outside 
the city walls. The open 
spaces beyond the walls 
served as meeting places 
and areas for recreation. 
Shakespear, 1914 
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Above This view of Ar- 
Riyadh’s main suq shows 
how the women’s suq was 
divided from that of the 
men by a row of shops. 
Shakespear, 1914 


Below A large well in the 
Shamsiyyah gardens, with 
members of the A1 Saud 
family including, it is 
claimed. King ‘Abd al- 
‘Aziz and his father. 
Shakespear, 1914 
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A group in the Royal 
Palace in 1914. Amir Sa‘d 
bin ‘Abd al-Rahman A1 
Saud is second from right. 
Shakespear, 1914 
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Above A view down 
Thumairi Street, the old 
city’s main artery, in 1914. 
The Royal Palace and 
main al-Safat square are 
located at the far end, 
beyond where the south¬ 
western tower of Husn al- 
Masmak can be seen. 
Shakespear, 1914 

Below This panorama of 
the north-eastern aspect of 
the city in 1914 illustrates 
how neatly the city was 
contained within its walls. 
Shakespear, 1914 
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Above Camels gathered at 
Shamsiyyah, just outside 
the city’s northern walls, 
prior to a raid. 

Shakespear, 1914 

Below Another view of the 
assembly point for camels 
and men at Shamsiyyah. 
The camel was to remain 
a central part of life in Ar- 
Riyadh for another four 
decades or so. 

Shakespear, 1914 
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1917—1933 

The Walled City 
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Above Ar-Riyadh suq in 
1918, showing the corner 
of the Great Mosque rising 
above the shops. 

Philby, 1918 

Opposite Ar-Riyadh suq, 
looking east towards the 
palace square. The large 
building on the right is 
part of the Royal Palace. 
Philby, 1918 
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Left The Royal Palace in 
1917. The building appears 
in good condition, having 
been repaired and rebuilt 
by King ‘Abd al-‘Aziz. 
Philby, 1917 




Below General view of Ar- 
Riyadh, looking north-east 
from the roof of the Royal 
Palace. 

Philby, 1918 
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Top The Great Mosque in 
1917, basically unchanged 
from when Leachman had 
photographed it five years 
before. The extensive palm 
groves on the edge of the 
city can be seen in the 
background. 

Philby, 1917 


Below The west face of 
Riyadh. 

Philby, 1917/18 
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Top This classic view of 
the heart of the old city, 
taken from the Royal 
Palace roof, shows Husn 
al-Masmak dominating the 
immediate area. Thumairi 
Street can be seen leading 
from the palace square 
towards the gardens 
beyond the city walls. 
Philby, 1918 



Below Ar-Riyadh, pho¬ 
tographed by Philby from 
the south-east in 1917/18. 
Husn al-Masmak is clearly 
visible on the right and 
the Royal Palace is just 
discernible in the centre 
left. 

Philby, 1917/18 
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Top Ar-Riyadh’s rooftops 
from the Royal Palace 
roof, looking north-west 
towards the palm gardens 
and desert beyond. 

Philby, 1918 


Below The north-east side 
of the city, showing some 
of the watch-towers that 
were such a feature of the 
city walls. 

Philby, 1918 
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Opposite Camels at Ar- 
Riyadh made ready for the 
start of a journey in 1917. 
Philby can be seen at the 
far left of the picture. 
Philby, 1917 

Right Philby’s plan of the 
city, first published in 
1919, shows its key 
features at that time. There 
was no development out¬ 
side the city walls. Philby 
made his plan by pacing 
the walls with a compass 
and, although it is too 
elongated on its north- 
south axis, the plan can be 
seen to be remarkably 
accurate when compared 
with the plan on p.22. 
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jaj^ujJI ^jjJSlil ^jLax&JI dlau 
ojlu^II ,jlc Vlia j/un j^jJI 
.JasL^oJI j; \-.'ill ^jta A aJl 

NXt. 

View of the interior of the 
Great Mosque in 1922. The 
simple but striking archi¬ 
tecture is a classic example 
of the restrained Najdi 
style. 

Rihani, 1922 





:jLuij t _ s JLc-l 

oa.1 ytj njiLjJI lijjj 

Ojl_u3 4-iiUfi'tll |> 111 nil 

,-t jjJ| 5j jjJI i jjii 

NXt. 


vM"n jjjaJI jlic _LlaJI : ^^ici 

-»<*■• II.—.3 ,U„, 

NXt. 


•joUjJI CiLiIjj tSO^j 

NXt. 


I c J-ifiJI IS :jLuu Jiujl 

O^j u& sUaJI juilaj ij^jj V 
.jjjxJI Ja£ JdaJI ^LuaLi j 

!ja U,in') ejA p. _ua_jjj 

. NTt. jjU. SjSlnll JjaJl .~.M iU ...I 
NX t. 


Above left A coffee hearth 
in one of the houses in 
Ar-Riyadh. These 
traditional features have 
now become a great 
rarity. 

Rihani, 1922 


Above right King ‘Abd-al 
‘Aziz inspecting cannons 
on a roof inside the Royal 
Palace. 

Rihani, 1922 


Bottom right One of the 
gates of Ar-Riyadh. 
Rihani, 1922 


Bottom left Horse-racing 
was an integral part of 
Najdi life and a favourite 
activity of King ‘Abd al- 
‘Aziz.This view shows 
part of the royal stud in 
1922. 

Rihani, 1922 
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Two views of the Great 
Mosque, with the suq in 
the foreground. 

Asad, 1928 
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.JjUI 
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The Royal Palace tower 
with the famous arc lamp, 
one of the symbols of the 
old city. It was the only 
source of light at night in 
the city and was installed 
to light the roofs of the 
Royal Palace. 

Asad, 1928 


oA 




£—iu_j33 CilO—i jS (jiaLjJI CulS 
Li* < W 0 S j»U J^La_l 

L va jlu f QjJ) tiuo^ jjjii jUujJI 
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• JjJaJI 
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By 1931 Ar-Riyadh was 
starting its expansion. On 
the left can be seen a 
newly built wall, leading 
from the circular tower 
and encompassing the new 
district of Qiri or Jiri. 
Philby, 1931 
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J—aLaJI ,ji 4«ny II o}Uo Sjj'G 
j^Joj 5 j_jioJI Saila. .jjjSJ) 
J—— e \i (5ill JJJiJI j-uuaJI 

>.lji ljS j j ' MI 
Cua y_jSj| ClLll_ULjjS 

(ijaajJI yit) (WiivU jjaaS ijjj kuj 
• <U JjliaJI Asljicdl^oiij 

\To\.^ 

Crowds milling around in 
the suq, following Friday 
prayer in the Great 
Mosque. In the back¬ 
ground is the new bridge 
that was built, probably in 
the late 1920s, across the 
eastern end of the market 
from the Royal Palace on 
the right to Qasr al~ 
Dhiyafah opposite. 

Philby, 1930 
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The view westwards from 
the palace of the suq in 
1933. The bridge at the 
far end joined the Royal 
Palace with the Great 
Mosque, and was built at 
some time between 1918 
and 1922. Otherwise the 
view is little changed since 
Shakespear’s visit in 1914. 
Twitchell, 1933 
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Above The style of the new 
city centre built in the 
1980s pays homage to the 
architecture of the old 
city. 

Below The commercial and 
governmental redevelop¬ 
ment of the Qasr al-Hukm 
area in the city centre 
keeps the memory of the 
old city alive in the mass¬ 
ing of its buildings. 
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Above Jabal Abu Makhruq, 
a famous landmark in Ar- 
Riyadh, is now landscaped 
to provide recreational 
space for the city’s people. 


Centre right Many of Ar- 
Riyadh’s green spaces are 
designed to appeal to fam¬ 
ilies, as here at Jabal Abu 
Makhruq. 


Bottom right Water has 
always carried special sig¬ 
nificance in the desert 
environment of Najd. The 
architect of the modern 
Diplomatic Club incorpo¬ 
rated water, rock and palm 
trees in his design. 


Left A doorway in Husn 
al-Mastnak shows tradi¬ 
tional Najdi motifs and 
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The 1930s 

Capital of the Kingdom 
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Sj^-usJI jLxuj <^joLaJI 

g-L^Kill ajI^j 

Ca\ uunft^i .V-UJ.A 

.^xcsVaW ijj^N 


The north-east side of Ar- 
Riyadh in the mid-1950s 
and showing the new 
Batha Jiri Gate (left). 

De Gaury, mid-1950s 
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CilaUfc 0 "J^I jijjJI _uu^ tgiUlSTJI 
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Jljj <ls jJ>UJI (jjSJI Olj njna-> 

j J in* j Jj) (j •> ■•*! I fla . iu lj 

tSjSiJl ilajjijl 
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jl j^ll-l IhlVlj Cii^iLU dJUtfLU dlj 
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Page 64 Ar-Riyadh’s fine 
Diplomatic Quarter with 
its Najdi-inspired architec¬ 
ture is home to most of 
the Kingdom’s embassies, 
and is a powerful symbol 
of the modern capital. 

Right Plan of Ar-Riyadh in 
the early to mid-1950s, 
author unknown. The new 
quarters of Jiri and 
Wuseita, added a few years 
earlier and clearly marked 
on the plan, were walled 
and thereby incorporated 
into the envelope of the 
city. 
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The front of the Royal 
Palace, showing the main 
entrance and the bridge 
leading to Qasr al- 
Dhiyafah opposite. 

De Gaury, c.i93S 
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Al-Safat square in front of 
the Royal Palace, after 
Friday prayer. The huge 
and imposing walls of the 
Royal Palace are on the 
right. 

De Gaury, c.1935 
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Opposite View from the 
roof of Badi‘ah Palace, 
used as a guesthouse for 
official visitors, looking 
towards Wadi Hanifah west 
of Ar-Riyadh. This picture 
illustrates the dramatic 
roofline created by sculpt¬ 
ed parapets. 

De Gamy, c.1935 

Right The main door of 
one of the guesthouses at 
Badi‘ah, in Wadi Hanifah 
west of the city. 

De Gattry, c. 1935 
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Bait Nurah, the residence 
of King ‘Abd al-‘Aziz’s 
sister, and perhaps the first 
important building to be 
constructed outside the 
traditional city walls. 

De Gaury, c.1935 
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A palace courtyard, with 
firewood just gathered 
from outside the city 
walls. 

De Gaury, c.1935 
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Najd was famous for the 
quality of its gypsum 
carving. This particularly 
fine example in the 
Badi‘ah Palace c.1935 was 
described by one visitor as 
"like lace in mortar". 

De Gaury, c.1935 
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The first floor colonnade 
in the guesthouse at 
Badi‘ah Palace, showing its 
elaborate gypsum wall¬ 
carving and traditional 
floor matting. 

De Gaury, c.1935 
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Previous page Located just 
outside Ar-Riyadh, this 
natural arch on Jabal Abu 
Makhruq was often visited 
by King ‘Abd al-‘Aziz 
when seeking peace and 
inspiration. 

De Gamy, c.1935 

Left The 1930s saw many 
foreign visitors to Ar- 
Riyadh, and officials such 
as George Rendel, the 
British diplomat shown 
here, were accommodated 
in the Badi‘ah Palace. 
Rendel, 1937 


VA 















0° tjil o i i u l) (jSjJI -ijaaa 

<j$ <M“o*\ pU ijibjJI 

■ 4j 4_3 JaSla, ajj^aJI Aajia 

VfoV^ 

<j^>LjjJJ aj^ ^ :<uJLUI 4'^Su-iil 

^jmJ( ^yJLaoxJi 4^. CiiaiUi 

.Oj Ill'll jiC. 

vro\^ 

BUm-iII jjljia :AV—AY CiL^&uaJI 
jjoi <ulyj yj ~'t-l5~lll uS 

tjl—Jj a I—ajb 4 Jnmjjl 

SToV^ 

Right The north-eastern 
corner of Ar-Riyadh in 
1937, with Shaikh Hafiz 
Wahba in the foreground. 
Retidel, 1937 

Over page View of Ar- 
Riyadh from the north¬ 
east, looking across the 
great cemetery. 

Rendel, 1937 

Pages 82—3 Al-Safat square, 
seen here from the main 
door of the Royal Palace, 
looking towards Thumairi 
Street. 

Rendel, 1937 
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The Royal Palace and 
bridge in 1937 seen from 
al-Safat square and with 
automobiles in evidence. 
Rendel, 1937 


A i 






jSj jjobjJI (jlSjjj jjc 
^ jLa. j»liaJI j my II lj>uj 

. < -v ! 'l j .—3 1 djUAUUjJI eUlJ .11 

VfoV^ 
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Right Ar-Riyadh residents 
gathered near the pillared 
viaduct outside the main 
door of the Royal Palace. 
Rendel, 1937 

Over page The city’s main 
suq, always a hive of activ¬ 
ity. The bridge connecting 
the Royal Palace and the 
Great Mosque can be seen 
in the background. 

Rendel, 1937 
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Al-Muqaibrah suq, one of 
the city’s open market 
places, serving as an 
extension of the main suq. 
Rendel, 1937 


AA 






(jiijt i»li< iejjill jisUjJL CulS 
I itljj-m JAU 3_^jjia Oj— jjS 
o l .a Ij- iVi *^-—i -.-i’J' 

j£y«S jti'Vutu 
.SjlaJill swjjlaa j 

VfoV^ 

Old Ar-Riyadh had a large 
open space inside the west 
wall, which was regularly 
used as a meeting-place 
and venue for commerce 
and exchange. 

Rendel, 1937 



4 M \n 1 Ll 4J11'J ) jJ' ^ J '■ ■' ,'ig jiM 
iS^Ji jJa^u ^jic ,j4 IgVvIl 
.\ro-\ ? i* 
VC<A.^ 

View of the city’s main 
suq from the Royal Palace 
roof in 1937. 

Rendel, 1937 




The suq and Great 
Mosque behind in 1937. 
This view had remained 
virtually unchanged since 
the time of Leachman, 
twenty-five years earlier 
(see page 31). 

Rendel, 1937 
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A typical street scene in 
old Ar-Riyadh, showing 
the dramatic effect of the 
crenellated roofline and 
rich texture of the mud- 
brick walls. The Royal 
Palace appears in the 
background. 

Rendel, 1937 
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Right One of the main 
facades of the old Royal 
Palace in 1937. Particularly 
noteworthy are the electric 
and telephone cables 
strung along the wall. 
Rendel, 1937 

Over page The shadows cast 
by the tall mud-brick 
buildings of the old city 
provided welcome shade 
for those in the narrow 
streets below. 

Rendel, 1937 
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A maze of small streets 
snaked around the Royal 
Palace in the centre of the 
old city. 

Rendel, 1937 
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Left Set among palm trees 
outside the city walls, the 
Badi‘ah Palace was almost 
new when this picture was 
taken in 1937. A new 
mosque is in the 
foreground. 

Rendel, 1937 


Opposite The Badi'ah 
Palace was located adja¬ 
cent to Wadi Hanifah, the 
bed of which can be seen 
in the foreground of this 
picture. 

Rendel, 1937 


Over page A courtyard 
gallery in the Badi'ah 
Palace, showing the 
exquisite architecture and 
craftsmanship that so 
impressed foreign visitors. 
Rendel, 1937 
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Above Ar-Riyadh’s wireless 
station post. King ‘Abd al- 
‘Aziz took a keen 
interest in communica¬ 
tions as an instrument of 
government and insisted 
on keeping abreast of 
world events through the 
radio. 

Rendel, 1937 

Below The wireless station 
was housed in a traditional 
Najdi-style fort. 

Rendel, 1937 
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A view through the 
Dukhnah Gate in the 
southern wall of the city. 
Steineke, 1937 
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British official Harold 
Dickson was an old 
acquaintance of King ‘Abd 
al-‘Aziz and an accom¬ 
plished water-colourist. 

His visit to Ar-Riyadh in 
1937, with his wife Violet, 
prompted an interesting 
series of paintings and 
sketches. This view shows 
the Palace square. 


\.Y 











j—uaJLl ■' Jrn« 

aJjjU a ciujj (LjujjJI 
.sr^fLz 

The upper colonnade of 
the Badi‘ah Palace, painted 
by Dickson in 1937. 
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LONDON MANS 



WHFRE THE FIRST BRITISH ROYAL VISITORS TO SAUDI ARABIA PRINCESS ALICE AND THE EARL OF ATHLONE WERE ENTERTAINED BY THE EMIR SAUD, CROWN PRINCE ; 
A WAR-DANCE [AKOH.U OUTSIDE THE PALACE AT RIYADH; SHOWING KING IBN SAUD (FACING CAMERA IN RIGHT CENTRE) TAKING PART IN THE DANCE. 



HIS MAJESTY KING ABDUL AZIZ IBN SAUD (SHOWN STANDING IN THE RIGHT FOREGROUND) . SURROUNDED BY HIS WARRIORS DURING THE GREAT WAR-DANCE 
BEFORE THE MAIN_ GATE OF HIS PALACE AT RIYADH: THE RULER OF SAUDI ARABIA, WHO RF.CEHTLY ENTERTAINED THE BRITISH ROYAL VISITORS AT JEDDAH. 


These photographs are of special interest in view of the recent Arabian tour 
<>f Princess Alice Countess of Athlone nnd the Earl of Athlone, who. as the 
first British royal visitors to Saudi Arabia, were magnificently entertained at 
Jediah by King Abdul Azis I bn Saud, and later by his son nnd heir, the 
Kwir Saud. at Riyadh. There they were much impressed by the picturesque 
architecture ft the city, and were piesented by the Prince with a mare 


and stallion of pure Arab blood. The above photographs were sent to us by 
Mrs. Dickson, wife of Lieut.-Col. H R. P. Dickson. “ Last October.” she 
writes. *" my husband and I were permitted by H.M. Government to accept a 
long-standing invitation to visit King Abdul Aziz Ibn Saud in his capital. 
Riyadh. We spent four days as his Majesty's guests. The King and all his 
sons took part in the war-dance. I witnessed it fr-.m n window of ’he Palace - 
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Previous page King ‘Abd al- 
‘Aziz dancing the ardhah, 
or war dance, in al-Safat 
square outside the Royal 
Palace, Ar-Riyadh, in 1937 
— one of a series of 
photographs brought back 
to England by Violet 
Dickson after her visit and 
which appeared in the 
British press. 

Left King ‘Abd al-‘Aziz 
and the people of Ar- 
Riyadh dance the ardhah 
in al-Safat square in 1937. 
The Illustrated London News 
published these pictures in 
1938 in response to public 
interest in Saudi Arabia in 
the wake of Princess Alice, 
Countess of Athlone’s visit 
to the Kingdom earlier 
that year. 
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A guest room in the 
Badi‘ah Palace. 
Steineke, 193 7 
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A section of the city wall 
on the southern side of 
Ar-Riyadh, with the 
Dukhnah gate on the 
right. 

Steitieke, 1937 
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Right A party photographed 
at the Dukhnah Gate in 
1937. 

Steineke, 1937 

Over page The entrance to 
King ‘Abd al-‘Aziz’s court, 
and the pillared viaduct 
across the eastern end of 
the suq. 

Steineke, 1937 
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Previous page The Royal 
Palace walls, showing its 
eastern gate. 

Steineke, 1931 

Left Ar-Riyadh’s main suq, 
adjacent to the north wall 
of the Royal Palace. 
Steineke, 1937 
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The Badi'ah Palace was 
comfortably furnished and 
elegantly decorated. This 
view by Steineke was 
taken within the south 
majlis in 1937. 

Steineke, 1937 
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Supplies and cargo were 
traditionally transported 
across Arabia by camel. 
This photograph by 
Steineke, taken in 1939, 
shows a convoy heading 
for Ar-Riyadh from al- 
Jubail on the Gulf coast. 
Only with the advent of 
the Dammam—Ar-Riyadh 
railway in 1951 was the 
camel seriously challenged 
as the dominant mode of 
long-distance transport. 

Inset 1951: King ‘Abd al- 
‘Aziz inaugurates the 
Dammam—Ar-Riyadh 
Railway, accompanied by 
Crown Prince Saud. 
Battigelli, 1951 
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Opposite Courtyard houses, 
with deep shaded galleries 
around the private inner 
open space, were typical of 
the old city. 

Stein eke, 1931 

Right Princess Alice, 
Countess of Athlone, on 
her visit to Saudi Arabia in 
1938, with her husband the 
Earl of Athlone and Lord 
Frederick Cambridge. 

They travelled across the 
country from west to east 
and spent several days in 
Ar-Riyadh, as guests of the 
Amir (later King) Saud 
bin ‘Abd al-‘Aziz (left). 
Princess Alice, 1938 
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Royal falconers in the 
courtyard of the palace of 
the Amir (later King) 

Saud bin ‘Abd al-‘Aziz. 
Princess Alice, 1938 
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The old city’s main thor¬ 
oughfare, Thumairi Street, 
leading from the Hasa 
Gate to al-Safat square 
outside the Royal Palace. 
Princess Alice, 1938 
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A rare early colour photo¬ 
graph of the Thumairi or 
Hasa Gate. 

Princess Alice, 1938. 
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Right A view of the elegant 
courtyard in Bait Nurah, 
home of King ‘ Abd 
al-‘ Aziz’s sister. 

Princess Alice, 1938 

Over page Ar-Riyadh’s main 
suq, photographed from a 
window in the old palace. 
Princess Alice, 1938 

Pages 126—7 A typical street 
scene in Ar-Riyadh, 1938. 
Western visitors such as 
Princess Alice were always 
a source of interest, espe¬ 
cially to children. Princess 
Alice, 1938 

Pages 128—9 The Murabba‘ 
Palace in 1938. The pit in 
the foreground was where 
the building material was 
prepared. 

Princess Alice, 1938 
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Ar-Riyadh’s antiques and 
craft suq is particularly 
rich in carpets and silver¬ 
ware, both local and 
imported. 
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Right and far right The city’s 
markets boast high-quality 
fruit and vegetables. 


Below Despite Ar-Riyadh’s 
dramatic transformation 
in recent years, traditional 
crafts can still be seen, 
especially in the antiques 
suq. 


Over page The King Fahd 
Expressway cleaves its way 
through the city centre, 
providing easy access to 
many different areas. 
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The 1940s 
Riyadh Expands 
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By 1943 Ar-Riyadh was on 
the brink of major change 
and progress. However, 
this view by Robert 
Landry, a photographer for 
Life Magazine, of the street 
to the Musaddah or 
Sharqiyyah Gate on the 
city's south-western side 
shows a scene essentially 
unchanged for a century 
or more. 

Landry, 1943 
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Above The royal garage. 
Landry, 1943 


Next page The northern 
side of al-Muqaibrah suq. 
Landry, 1943 
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Above The new al-Marqab 
fort outside Ar-Riyadh. 

Van der Meulen, 1944 

Opposite A street scene in 
Ar-Riyadh. 

Van der Meulen, 1944 
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Al-Safat square outside the 
Royal Palace with adjacent 
government buildings in 
1944. By this time the 
role of government in 
Saudi Arabia had grown to 
a point at which it was 
proving essential to build 
new facilities outside the 
city walls. 

Van der Meulen, 1944 
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The gateway of Husn al- 
Masmak in 1944, busy 
with visitors . It was 
through this door that 
King ‘Abd al-‘Aziz forced 
his way in 1902. One of 
the defining moments in 
Arabian history, this event 
marked the beginning of 
the emergence of the 
nation of Saudi Arabia. 

Van der Meulen, 1944 
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Opposite View of the suq 
and city rooftops. 

Van der Meulen, 1944 


Right The Murabba' 
Palace. 

Van der Meulen, 1944 
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The Murabba‘ Palace as it 
was in 1945, with the camel 
market in the foreground. 
R.S. Leonard, 1945 
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By 1947—8, when this shot 
was taken, the old Hasa or 
Thumairi Gate had been 
adapted for two-lane 
motor traffic. 

R.Y. Ritchie, 1947/8 

Next pages The scene in the 
main suq in the mid- 
1940s, still much unchanged 
from earlier times. 

Ttvitchell, 194S 
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Previous page A street in 
Ar-Riyadh. 

Twitchell, 1945 


Left Part of the old Royal 
Palace in the centre of the 
city, showing its eastern 
gate. 

T.F. Walters, 1949 


Opposite A view of the 
city's Great Mosque and 
crowded main suq. 

T.F. Walters 1949/50 
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Opposite Riyadh's rooftops 
in 1949/50, little-changed 
from the earlier views 
taken by Philby. 

T.F. Walters, 1950 

Right New palaces con¬ 
structed outside the city 
walls. Although built of 
traditional materials, the 
uniform proportions and 
outward-looking windows 
are signs of adaptation to 
suit the modern era. 

T.F. Walters, 1949 
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Opposite Exterior view of 
al-Hamra Palace in 1949. 
Such ornate extensions 
were a sign of growing 
prosperity, and contrasted 
with the mud buildings 
erected in the late 1930s. 
T.F. Walters, 1949 


Right A side-on view of 
the new Hamra Palace 
extension shown on the 
opposite page. 

T.F. Walters, 1949 
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Over page Pupils line up 
outside Ar-Riyadh’s new 
school, itself built in an 
elaborate style. The school 
was established to com¬ 
memorate King ‘Abd al- 
‘Aziz’s visit to Cairo and 
was called the 
Tadhkariyyah School. 

T.F. Walters, 1949 
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Opposite Sentries guard the 
main entrance to Crown 
Prince Saud’s palace. 

T.F. Walters, 1949 


heft The elaborate gate of 
Crown Prince Saud’s 


palace. 

T.F. Walters, 1949 
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Right The wireless station 
in the centre of the old 
city contrasts with the 
handsome mud buildings 
still remaining. 

T.F. Walters, 1949 


Below By 1949 an electrical 
power plant had been 
installed outside the city. 
T.F. Walters, 1949 
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Right, above and below The 
striking award-winning 
design of Ar-Riyadh’s 
Diplomatic Quarter was 
inspired by traditional 
Najdi motifs and symbols 
of the desert way of life. 


Left, above and below Ar- 
Riyadh today is notable 
for its fine contemporary 
architecture. 
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Far right King Saud 
University, a famous seat 
of learning and noted for 
its elegant architecture. 


Above left Dramatic new 
commercial buildings, 
such as this bank, have 
been in the vanguard of 
Ar-Riyadh’s transforma¬ 
tion since the 1970s. 


Over page An aerial view 
taken in 1996 of the city 
centre shows the rapid 
spread of the capital and 
the importance of the 
King Fahd Expressway as 
its main artery. 


Below left The arcades in 
the Diplomatic Quarter 
show how modern build¬ 


ing design can successfully 
reflect the past. 




//mm/hwiim. 

















SSCSHf •=■/«■ 

■|f -f*. 

/ 





r wei* 


• * 

r 4 ^* v \ f 

^ ^ 


























jua UJI jjiJI CjL dUi£jUll 

ajjl jdj j-a Jgo,: J1 

The 1950s 


From Old City to New 
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By the early 1950s a 
government building 
programme was in hand 
and new facilities were 
appearing across Ar- 
Riyadh.The new city 
hospital is visible in the 
background of this view. 
Mueller, early 1950s 
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The Murabba 1 Palace. 

Mueller, 1950/5 
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^jic yjjuj i_ih-JI jjic i ilhll jlj 
djjl^ld CitiUua jiuuJI eU A alA 
.cQa <USlS Citjtoaj fj£. Liao 
ijjSl\ Cal fun am J£i\ i^lyi 
^1*11 

j_ji (jolj<‘i ml tibHaJI a-aJuaJ) 
• IjitjjJt 
VCW ijlyi 

Left The wood suq in the 
early 1950s. As the city’s 
population grew, so demand 
for wood increased and it 
became necessary for wood 
collectors to travel ever 
further afield in search of 
adequate supplies. 

Mueller, early 1950s 

Opposite A parade in Ar- 
Riyadh. 

Mueller, 1954 
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l^JLa Jjjlj ijjill illli Jjlij 
tijkjl jOC Ulio £)l£ jj jj) jm%ll 

\TV\-\TV .\jly 

jSjuJ! * J .' n S' j ' • Oils tjLuu 

•dJuaaJI JoLuiiU 

\YV\-YCV. I'jly, 

Previous page Al-Safat 
square, outside the Royal 
Palace, in 1951 or 1952. 
Most of the old Royal 
Palace, of which the main 
door is still visible, had 
been demolished by this 
time, together with the 
connecting bridge across 
the eastern end of the suq. 
Mueller, 1951/2 

Left The main suq contin¬ 
ued to be one of the chief 
centres of activity in 
the city. 

Mueller, 1951/4 


\v. 




Sjj-uaJI dJA Ciln£L\ 11 Ujifc 

£jl^u CjIjUxuJI JJ£ 
1 \uIj jJjaJI 5__bjjJu J A-% JS 
<Ulao dj^usJI 

J* j JO** f^i 1 JJ.H ' 1 ls^J^ 

■t jiirt i T l l l 4£^. K& UJjx 
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Street scene, early 1950s. 
By this time there were 
enough cars in Ar-Riyadh 
to require the presence of 
traffic police, as shown by 
the tilting sun-shade. 
Mueller 1952/5 
















£cJaxu (jA SjJmD :aL)LluJI A^iuusJI 
=Ul3J jLs Cxi l£ ^yUl AflbocJl jlj 
.(jxj Laos diioJl) J_—joa^l 
Cul£ SjJjaJI &AA Cil-aSTil! Ujj£.j 
5iUsoxuV jIjJI ^Viufi 2 aj<^ II 
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Cul2 aaljinll jlj f-lia :jLuu 
SjitjJ! (^o uaLjJI jjjLw jjji jjji 
■ajjLuuJI 
\T\Vjly 

Previous page View from the 
roof of Dar al-Diyafah, 
formerly the residence of 
the Amir Faisal. At the 
time of this photograph 
the building was serving as 
a government guesthouse. 
Mueller, 1950 

Left The courtyard of Dar 
al-Diyafah. Architecturally, 
this building was among 
the most distinguished in 
Ar-Riyadh. 

Mueller, 1950 
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ijS oSjill fjLiJI 

.(jibjJI 

VPA-YTU^y 

The main street in the al- 
Marqab neighbourhood of 
Ar-Riyadh. 

Mueller, 1950 
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ijjlu jtkuu (jk. ,ja j^uiia 

VOA .jiy, 

Previous page The main suq. 
Mueller, 1951/4 

Above A panorama over 
the rooftops of Ar-Riyadh. 
Mueller, 1950 
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JSj (S 14^,11 fiL^Luj fjA 
SjL__la t>l ->"<La <Luijjdl Ojjjo 
.jjjaJI ^aUJI 
ijj£d\ Ca\ aajjl uu J^Nejs i 

^o\aY\ 

The view from the Palace 
square in the early 1950s, 
looking towards the 
minaret of the new central 
mosque. 

Mueller, early 1950s 
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The alleyways around the 
suq were shaded from the 
sun by sacking and, more 
latterly, corrugated iron. 
Mueller, 1951/4 
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CjIVTmJI (jA 4,Ii£uu Cul£ 

(j'Sj ^ £Lu 

^bLiaJI (jA JA 4 J I4I0 JJJxJI 
.JU-vli Jiil afi is 1l. 5 jjjuJI 
C^\ joax yu .) 

A wide variety of goods 
was obtainable in the suq, 
many of them transported 
from far afield by camel 
convoys. 

Mueller, early 1950s 
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Opposite With the increase 
in trade after the Second 
World War, new types of 
shopping street replaced 
the old suq. Some were 
of new materials such as 
concrete, but this one was 
built in traditional Najdi 
style, in mud with stone 
columns. 

Mueller, early 1950s 

Right Even in the early 
1950s, the back streets of 
Riyadh showed a timeless 
quality. Although cars do 
not seem to have been 
deterred from driving 
down them, narrow streets 
such as this were soon to 
be demolished to make 
way for wider ones. 

T.F. Walters, 1955 
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0L?j jiJjUl JjiaJI lid ^uoi 
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£jLi*i 5 -LauI ? Ui ^UuiV 
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This old house suddenly 
became a “valuable street- 
front property” when its 
neighbours were demol¬ 
ished to make way for a 
wide new arterial street. 

T.F. Walters, 1955 
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By the middle of the 1950s 
grand new government 
buildings were springing 
up, such as this one: the 
new Ar-Riyadh Baladiyyah, 
or Municipality offices. 

T.E Walters, 1956 
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jUI CiUjjAiuj Ja-ujt^i uS :jUiU 
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Ciljj-LuJI ^jS :4ijlLaJl d-sia-ill 
dajja j^hu . 'i > ys [jo Sj2LuJI 
jUj jiyjill j\ IY-ijjlS <L> aUjJI 
Isuuj (j* bibuSl Jjaj jjLaa 

jUaaJI (jlSj <puj5JI djjaaJI 
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JISjjl jv£j lo4 Liojj tJ ia. jvmVI 
■ fkjjiJI jLKaII 
NWS i^iyjA 

Left By the mid-1950s the 
diesel-powered electricity 
generating plant outside 
Ar-Riyadh had been 
expanded to meet the 
rapidly rising demand. 

T.F. Walters, 1955 

Opposite In the early days 
of development Ar-Riyadh 
spread in a largely linear 
way, along routes radiating 
from the old centre. One 
of the chief ribbons was 
the airport road, leading 
from the heart of the city. 
During the 1950s Airport 
Road, as it is still known 
today even though the old 
airport has ceased to exist, 
came to be lined with 
modern government 
buildings. 

VK. Antony, 1959 
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Above In the 1960s the new 
ministries were in the 
forefront of Ar-Riyadh’s 
architectural modernisa¬ 
tion. Seen here: the 
Ministry of Agriculture. 

T.F. Walters, 1965 

Below The Ministry of 
Petroleum and Mineral 
Resouces. 

T.F. Walters, 1965 
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Above The Ministry of 
Defence. 

T.F. Walters, 1965 


Below A shopping street in 
Ar-Riyadh's city centre 
clearly illustrates the urban 
transformation which had 
taken place by the late 
1960s. 

T.F. Walters, 1967 
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The Nodes of growth of Riyadh in the 1950s jjSJl CibjjAAuj ^ (jibjJI jaj jjLxa 



j y Lawa dJajjA 

JMa. ^jjwiaJb 4 j 110*1 jS\ ^ojj) 
jSj (jjiJI CiLuulxlu 

3 Jj I fiUjLiaJI ^aj J< 

T jlA SjjoaJI CjIs-LiijVl JjAAj 
jaoS Jaa .Sj.'jla* II ajjjjJI jI^uj! 
4S,mlt aU -v a j jUaaJI ; £jjaJI 
• SjJJOaJI 

A plan of Ar-Riyadh, 
showing the principal 
nodes of growth of the 
city during the 1950s. 

New developments outside 
the old walled city such as 
the Murabba‘ Palace, the 
airport and the railway 
station determined the 
pattern of growth of the 
new city. 
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Historical Growth of Ar-Riyadh i ^ 1 


Walled City, 1910 
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Subdivisions planned 
and approved up to ’96 

■ 

dU,L,-i J» d if.j ft II uQ ill 

N 1 \”\ ^Ix. l.lf. 

Qasr al-Murabba’ 
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Urban limits phase 1 
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Part 1 of urban limits phase 2 
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Urban environs limits 
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jibjJI SjjJj jiuyj 3^ 
jjloiuj -\£.N”\— \ Y^. ijjiJI 
i-G ici t.. _yJI^. jijjJI «LujaJI 

iOjj nwill 4*yjiJI AjjjaJI 4^.Utia 

bjhVi u& ^. 1* * 1 Jljj V (jjJly 

4.1 .,,‘njAJI Ja—Luy ^—=, £jlyjli 
.5jj^LsuJI 

The expansion of Ar- 
Riyadh between 1910 and 
1996. Today’s city covers 
an area some two hundred 
times larger than the old 
walled city, which still lives 
on in the street pattern of 
the modern city centre. 
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.(yljiJI ^jli) (jj JoajS 
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Above This classic view of 
modern Ar-Riyadh shows 
the proliferation of 
modern buildings. 

Right The cityscape just 
north of the city centre. 
The tall buildings stand 
near the junction of King 
Faisal Street (Wazir Street) 
and Imam Faisal bin Turki 
Street (Khazzan Street). 

Over page The Imam Turki 
bin Abdullah Mosque’s 
keel arches are based on 
those of the old mud 
mosque and create a par¬ 
ticularly spectacular effect 
at night. 
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Above The imposing archi¬ 
tecture of Ar-Riyadh’s 
King Saud University. 

Below Much effort has 
gone into the creation of 
new campuses for Ar- 
Riyadh’s universities. Seen 
here: Imam Muhammad 
bin Saud Islamic 
University. 

Over page The dramatic 
design of Qasr al-Tuwaiq, 
the Diplomatic Club, harks 
back to the desert lifestyle 
of tent and town in the 
past. 
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Otjl4x»tll j^a. ^Lao ^JoxuVIj 

(jj jjjaillj i_)LaxVI tj-lt jLi 
.jvlLxJI sUkji ^yjji 

The elegance of the wafl 
crestings and roofline of 
the Diplomatic Quarter 
buildings has drawn inter¬ 
national acclaim. 
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dJLa. JXaJI jU&a jijrnro 

J a_z». Ujl(['i i'il j u^sbjJI Uzij 

.SjjmIIj ijjj.%,11 OjlaaJL jUUJI 

Ar-Riyadh’s reputation for 
dramatic new architecture 
was confirmed by the 
concept underlying the 
design of the terminal 
buildings at King Khaled 
International Airport. 
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Above Ar-Riyadh’s King 
Fahd International 
Stadium is one of the 
Kingdom’s key sporting 
venues. 

Below Sports events attract 
enthusiastic spectators in 
large numbers. 
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Above Dusk falls over the 
King ‘Abd al-‘Aziz 
Historical Centre, in the 
old Murabba‘ Palace area, 
nearing completion. 

Below Schoolboys at Ar- 
Riyadh’s King Faisal 
School. 
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Le/i The King Fahd 
National Library, one of 
the capital’s major cultural 
and educational institu¬ 
tions. 

Opposite As a city Ar- 
Riyadh is very spread out; 
the car is essential and car 
ownership is among the 
highest per capita in the 
world. 
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Ijaj jjja 11 ^ -a ..a a~ II jJLi. ,*1UII 
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Opposite Ar-Riyadh’s ultra¬ 
modern highways are a far 
cry from the narrow 
streets of the old city. 

Above One of Ar-Riyadh’s 
many dramatic shopping 
malls. 

Below Ar-Riyadh’s traffic 
congestion problems, once 
serious, are now a thing of 
the past, having been 
remedied by a major 
road-building programme 
including the King Fahd 
Expressway, Makkah Road 
and the ring roads. 

Over page The King Khaled 
Eye Hospital symbolises 
the state-of-the-art quality 
of Ar-Riyadh’s health and 
social welfare services — 
among the finest in the 
world. 
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(j _m .j _ z IgjLuSjjj LajIju! 

.dlj w-i^l <LiiuI5~lII SjLlaJ! 


Right The Najdi sun sets in 
a blaze of glory behind 
one of Ar-Riyadh’s many 
public sculptures, erected 
as part of its ongoing 
urban beautification pro¬ 
gramme. 

Over page Ar-Riyadh’s 
modern buildings employ 
the latest materials and 
striking modern designs 
while drawing on the mass 
and volumes of traditional 
forms. 
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Left As its population 
increases — it stands today 
at around three million 
Ar-Riyadh continues to 
undergo rapid change and 
is set to become one of 
the world’s most modern 
cities. One of the chief 
major projects is the King 
Faisal Foundation Tower in 
Olaya. Seen here under 
construction, it will dwarf 
the King Faisal Foundation 
Centre and Mosque, to the 
right of the Tower, and 
themselves symbolic of the 
1980s development of the 
city. 

Right A model of the King 
Faisal Foundation Tower. 
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Left Ar-Riyadh will soon 
be home to one of the 
world’s largest and most 
extraordinary buildings, 
developed by the Kingdom 
Company. Seen here: the 
project model. 

Right The future rises from 
the ground: the Kingdom 
Company project under 
construction near the 
northern edge of the city. 
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